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The Louisiana Green Schools Challenge entries are in! This semester has worked out 

in an unexpected way so we changed the format to be easier for schools to get 

recognition for what they were able to accomplish. We want to thank each teacher who 

helps bring great environmentally-minded projects to life with their students.  

 

We received nine entries this year. Below is a compilation of the entries. We have a 

total of 5 Elkay EZH2O bottle-filling stations to award. One will be awarded to the school 

with the most LIKEs on Facebook by Earth Day, Wed. 22 at 5 pm. We will conduct a 

random drawing to award the remaining 4 bottle-filling stations.  

 

Vote for the 2019 - 2020 Green Schools Challenge People’s Choice Award! Voting 

closes at 5 pm on Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22!  A winner announcement will be 

posted roughly 30 minutes later, at 5:30 on Wednesday. All LIKEs count for one (1) point 

towards the People's Choice Award. All LIKES must be done on the original post in order 

to count. We consider all emojis a LIKE on the photo. Please DO NOT SHARE the post 

with your friends, instead use the individual hashtag code on the post for the school to get 

people directly to this post and ask them to vote here. Tagging people in these comments 

is another good way to spread the word.   The post with the most LIKEs will win an Elkay 

EZH2O bottle-filling station for their school. An alphabetical list of 2020 entries with 

individual hashtag is below.  

Good Luck!!! #GeauxGreen Schools!!! 

 Benjamin Franklin High School   #BFHSGSC20  

 Iberville STEM Academy   #ISAGSC20  

 Mayfair Lab School   #MLSGSC20 

 New Harmony High School   #NHHGSC20 

 Shady Grove Elementary    #SGEGSC20 

 Southeastern Louisiana University Lab School   #SLUGSC20 

 St. Margaret’s Catholic School   #SMCGSC20  

 St. Paul’s Episcopal School in Lakeview   #SPEGSC20 

 St. Thomas More  #STMGSC20  

  



 

Benjamin Franklin High School, Orleans Parish  

Green Society, Kady Clincy, Science Faculty 

 

#BFHSGSC20 

 

Green Society continued to 

promote sustainable practices 

school-wide. They participated 

in several service Saturdays to 

manage the school garden. 

Through their outreach, bringing 

your own reusable water bottle 

has become normal practice. 

Last September they continued 

a twenty-year commitment to 

Beach Sweep: 19 students 

collected 13 bags of trash at the 

mouth of Bayou St. John.  

 

On September 24, 2019, with Loyola University's College Democrats, they hosted an 

environmental forum for candidates to state legislature districts 91 and 98.  Over 200 

people attended--more than half were BFHS students and their families. Green Society 

students formulated the questions, moderated the discussion, and facilitated the Q&A 

session. WWLTV featured the event. Questions focused on the 2023 Coastal Master 

Plan, catastrophic flooding, and alternative energy. 

 

We had hoped to host a large event for the 50th Earth Day with Loyola University.  

Though canceled, the spirit of the event will continue within our student body.  

  



 

Iberville STEM Academy, Rosedale, Iberville Parish 

Cynthia Forman, Teacher  

 

#ISAGSC20 

 

The attached images show several of 

our 8th graders tending one of the four 

raised bed gardens we have at our 

school and an aerial view of our 

garden complex. Re: the aerial view 

and from the center bottom going 

clockwise: the raised beds, an in-

ground plot for pumpkins, and the 

concentric circles for a pollinator 

garden and water source. The aerial 

picture was taken by one of our 

students using a drone that students 

built and, of course, had fun flying. 

 

Although we are a rural school in an 

impoverished area, our students 

participate in recycling, and we are involved in the state's "Coastal Roots" program, 

where students raise native trees from seed to seedling, and then plant the seedlings in 

surrounding wetlands to restore the natural flora. In the near future we hope to begin 

keeping bees and chickens, as students learn about subsistence lifestyles.  

 

  



 

Mayfair Lab School, Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish 

4th Grade Class, Emily Hand Johnson  

 

#MLSGSC20  

 

The Mayfair Lab School 4th graders 

kicked off our school compost project. 

They created a  compost collection 

system and analyzed school lunch 

menus to create posters that let the 

rest of the students know which food 

items are usable in the compost. This 

was in collaboration with LSU’s 

College of the Coast and Environment 

(CCE). Callie Snow, an LSU senior 

working on her capstone project under 

the direction of Nancy Rabalais 

through the LSU CCE program, 

volunteered over 30 hours to lead the 

Mayfair Lab 4th graders, Ms. Katelyn 

Fage and myself (Emily Hand) in 

learning about the microbe processes 

within a compost garden, the anatomy of a successful aerobic composting system, and 

the ideal “ingredients” for compost. We also had the help of parent volunteers to build 

the compost areas. This will be an ongoing project that will continue year after year.  

 

 

  



 

New Harmony High School, New Orleans, Orleans Parish  

Sustainable Design Students, Amanda Murray  

 

#NHHGSC20 

 

“New Harmony High 

School, located in New 

Orleans, Louisiana, is 

built on the foundation 

of incorporating 

environmental 

sustainability and the 

Louisiana coast into 

our learning. New 

Harmony’s Sustainable 

Design course is an 

opt-in, student-led course where students have the ability to create a program or structure that 

will help the school become more sustainable. Students are celebrated to express their opinions 

at New Harmony, and the Sustainable Design course is our way of letting students express 

themselves creatively while also making a change.” -Mervin S., 10th Grade 

 

Below is a list of the structures and programs currently being worked on by students 

enrolled in the NHH Sustainable Design course. While all projects have been put on 

pause due to COVID-19, we hope to pick up where we left off when we return. 

Structures: 

● RCPT Bucket (Creative, educational 

structure for sorting recycling 

/compost/project materials/trash) 

● Rain Barrel 

● Compost Bin/Planter Hybrid 

● Stormwater Planter 

 

Program: 

● School-wide composting program 

● Advisory-based gardening program 

 



 

Shady Grove Elementary, Monroe, Ouachita Parish 

Shady Grove 4-H Club, Dvawn Maza   

 

#SGEGSC20 

 

Shady Grove Elementary’s 4-H 

Club sponsored a recycling 

program for the 2019-2020 

school year.  The goal was to 

collect and recycle 500 lbs of 

clear plastic bottles and 200 lbs 

of paper to be recycled, a plan 

developed by Dvawn Maza, 

Shady Grove 4-H Leader; Stuart Hodnett, Ouachita Green; and Cathy Agan, LSU 

AGCenter.  Stuart Hodnett kicked off the program during a school pep rally, explaining 

the importance of recycling and the details of participation. Two large cardboard bins 

were placed in the front of the school, one for each material. Classrooms were given 

collection boxes for paper. Flyers were sent home regularly to remind students and 

parents about the program. The program was a success! Approximately once a week, 

4-H club members collected paper to be recycled from each classroom. During car 

pickup, family members would bring their recycling materials to the bins. Local churches 

and even friends and family in neighboring parishes and states brought recycling 

materials to the project. The 4-Hers exceeded the project goals before school was 

cancelled due to COVID-19. Shady Grove 4-Hers recycled approximately 545 lbs of 

plastic and 901lbs of paper! 

 

  



 

Southeastern Laboratory School, Hammond, Tangipahoa Parish 

Green Cub Club & Green School Club, Robin Price 

 

#SLUGSC20 

 

“You Make My Heart Grow 

and Grow” The Kindergarten 

students at Southeastern 

Laboratory School love doing 

their part for the environment 

and being in the “Green Cub 

Club”. This year they utilized 

the school greenhouse by 

learning about sustainable 

gardening. Potatoes were 

rooted by the middle school 

Green School Club and 

horticulturalist, John Blackwell, 

educated the cubs on organic gardening. They spent the day planting and enjoying the 

fresh air. They were looking forward to harvesting and enjoying their yummy vegetables. 

When school resumes in August, they will begin planting for the fall so their “hearts will 

grow and grow” into yummy vegetables! 

  



 

St. Margaret’s Catholic School, Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish 

Recycling Team, Judy Reeves 

 

#SMCGSC20 

 

St. Margaret Catholic 

School recycle team’s 

goals were to educate 

the K-8 school body, to 

participate in 

community programs, 

and to track the 

school’s recycling 

program. J.T. and Evan 

worked with Mrs. 

Thibodeaux to bring 

presentations to the students in K-8th grade every other month. Evan and J.T. also 

worked with student teams to collect, move, and weigh recycled materials weekly. Evan 

and J.T. entered that data into the @PepsiCoRecycling website, which enters the 

school into different challenges to earn money and prizes. 

 

In the community, we collected Mardi Gras beads for the SWLA Autism Society summer 

camp benefit. We collected hotel soaps for the Seafarer’s organization. We delivered 

the school’s discarded technology (ewaste) to Ecycle Day. Last but not least, students 

participated in the Calcasieu Parish environmental awareness video contest, winning all 

entries! Recycling in Lake Charles, Team Green, & Let’s Talk Trash. 

  



 

St. Paul’s Episcopal School, New Orleans, Orleans Parish  

Composting and Aqua/Hydroponics, Leah Woods & Sylvia Parks 

 

#SPEGSC20 

 

This year, St. Paul’s Episcopal 

School pursued two projects: 

composting to support our 

school garden and 

aqua/hydroponics to explore 

the future of farming!  

  

Composting: middle schoolers 

were responsible for creating 

and managing a compost 

program in the school garden. 

The 5th grade students were 

taught the importance and process of composting. Those students taught the other 

middle school classes how to compost and the students built chicken wire compost bins 

in the garden. Next, the students created compost a collection can for each lunch table. 

Every week, one middle schooler was responsible for gathering the compost, adding it 

to the compost pile, and turning the compost over. 

 

Aqua- and Hydroponics: the middle school students were presented with the history and 

science of hydro- and aquaponic systems. They then researched which of the two each 

grade would be interested in building (one per grade). They were solely responsible for 

the maintenance and care of their system. Also, they became “problem solvers” if an 

issue arose with their system.  

 

  



 

St. Thomas More Catholic High School, Lafayette, Lafayette Parish  

EcoWarriors, John Dupuis  

 

#STMGSC20  

 

The EcoWarrior's of 

STM's Environmental 

Science classes have 

continued the tradition 

of keeping the school 

green through 

innovative programs 

tied into the curriculum. 

EcoWarrior's run the 

school-wide recycling 

program, now in its third year, which reaches every classroom and office, maintain an 

active aquaponics system where fish waste from aquaculture provides nutrients for 

plants while improving water quality for the fish, and recently (last day before stay-at-

home) put in the ground 32 new plants in the organically maintained butterfly garden, 

now two years old. 

 

 

 


